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THE Frenchman, who knows his own sappers
as Le Genie, is more than justified in thinking
of the Royal Engineers in the same terms.
They are, in very truth, the genius of their army.
The R.E.s do everything: know everything, every-
where. If you have got to build a solid strong point
in the front line, you ask the R.E.S to design it for
you. If you want to construct a concrete block-
house, the R.E.s will send you the cementers. If you
wish to drain your trenches or repair your roads, the
R.E.s will turn themselves into roadmen for you.
If, during an advance, a bridge must be thrown over
a river, the R.E.s are the bridge-builders. If, during
a retreat, an abandoned region has to be mined, the
R.E.s will prepare the mines and their controls. If
you are short of water and are looking for a suitable
spot to sink a well, the R.E.s will be your geologists
and well-sinkers. Are you organizing transport by
rail, canal, or road? In any case, consult the R.E.S.
Are you in need of some map or plan? The R.E.S
will let you have it Do you want to repair an old
French chateau, install water and electric light, turn